Folder redirection

Introduction

Windows 2000 allows you to redirect the folders containing a user’s profile to
a location on the network using the Folder Redirection extension in Group

Policy.

Aims

To configure the folder redirection of My Documents for your student and

teacher accounts.

Steps

This activity is done on a Windows 2000 Professional computer, logged on as

domain administrator.

1. Open the Active Directory Users and Computers console.

2. Select your Students OU.

3. Click the Action menu. Select Properties. Select the Group Policy

tab.

Select the Students GPO. Click the Edit button.

Students Properties

Generall i anaged B_I,II EII::ieu:tI Securty  Group Policy I

& Current Group Policy Object Links for Students

[Group Palicy Object Links | Mo Overide |

Disabled |

Students GPO

[araup Palicy Objects higher in the lizt have the highest priarity.
Thiz lizt obtained from; zerver]. win.tempe-p.echools. nzw, edu.au

New | agd. | Edt | s
Optionz. .. | Delete... | Fropertiez | [T |

[ Block Palicy inheritance
k. I Cancel | Amply |
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4. Expand User Configuration, Windows Settings, Folder Redirection.

Select My Documents.

El@ Iser Configuration
D Software Settings
ElD Windows Settings
i ‘@ Inkernet Explorer Maintenance
----- H] Seripks (Logon/Logaff)
l 'F Security Settings
----- -‘#.Ia Remote Installation Services
D Falder Redlrectu:-n

5. From the Action menu, select Properties.

Select Advanced - Specify locations for various user groups, in the
Setting: area.

Click Add....

My Documents Properties id |

Target | Settings |

ﬁ, Y'ou can zpecify the location of the My Documents folder.

L N | A, v anced - Specify locations for various user groups

Thiz folder will be redirected to different locations bazed on the zecurity
group memberzhip of the users.
An example target path iz \heerversharesZuzermame,

— Security Group Membership

Group | Fath

pgd. | Edt. | Remove |

k. I Cancel | Apply
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6. Click Browse... button under Security Group Membership.

Y'ou can choose the target folder location far a
gecUnty group.

— Security Group Membership

— Target Folder Location

Browsze. .. |

[k | Cancel |

7. Select Users. Click OK.

i Select Group

Loak ir: I@ win.tempe-p. schools. hew. edu. au

m c: AT I-I rerabnrs

IMil"l termne-n '{"i"'l"'li‘ll'il'ﬁ" Fisihl FH'III Al Il'lnl II"II"I

Hame: I

o]

I arne | In Falder |4
ﬁ.ﬁ.dministratars win.termpe-p.schoalz. new. edu. au/Builtin
il sers win.ternpe-p.zchoolz. new. edu. au/Builtin
ﬁ Guests win.termpe-p.schoolz. new. edu. audBuiltin
@ Backup Operators wir. kempe-p. zchoolz. naw,. edu. au/Builin
ﬁ Replicatar win.termpe-p.zchoolz. new. edu. audBuiltin

Cancel |

4
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8. Type \\serverl\ inthe Target Folder Location

Click the Browse... button.

Specify Group and Location 7] x|

Y'ou can choose the target folder location far a
gecUnty group.

— Security Group Memberzhip

|BUILTIMA sers

Browze. .. |

— Target Folder Location

I'\'\S erverlh

F. Cancel

9. Locate, then expand, your school’'s home folder.
Select the Students folder.

Click OK.

Select the Folder which you want to use as the redirect

destinakion
EI--- Serverl ;I

#-_ % Deploy Software
=% DHS Horme
oal
@] Teachers
 Drivers
t eduweb
t Mandatory Profiles
M-} NETLOGON
-} REMINST
- Roaming Profiles
[+

.. Shudent Recmnrres - ARH: -
4| | »

Ok I Cancel |
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10. Add the %username% variable to the path.

Click OK.

Specify Group and Location 7] x|

Y'ou can choose the target folder location far a
gecUnty group.

— Security Group Memberzhip

|BUILTIMA sers

Browze. .. |

— Target Folder Location

I'\'\S erverl hOHS Home\Students Euzemame?

Browsze. .. |
F. I Cancel |

The variable %username% will cover folder redirection for all user
accounts with home folders in the Students folder.

Folder Redirection Page 5



11.Click OK.

My Documents Properties 7] x|

Target | Settingsl

ﬁ, Y'ou can zpeciy the location of the My Documents folder.

Setting: I.ﬁ.dvanced - Specify locations for warious uzer groups j

Thiz falder will be redirected to different locations bazed an the security
group membership of the uzers.
A example target path iz hheerverhsharesEuzemmames.,

— Security Group Memberzhip

Group | Path
(BUILTIM S zers Waerver hDHS Home\Students\Zusemame?;

pgd. [ Edt. | Bemove |
k. I Cancel | Apply

12. Close the Group Policy window.
13. Click OK to close Student Properties.
14. Close the Active Directory Users and Computers console.

15. Log off.
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Steps
In this part of the activity you will logon with your student account to test
the Folder Redirection. This activity is done on a Windows 2000
Professional workstation.

1. Logon.

2. Open Microsoft Word. Type ABC123 in a new document.

3. Save the document with the file name ABC123.

Notice that the save location is the user’'s home directory.

iy

Save in: I[:l hill. gillespie j = ‘ @ > ﬁ * Tools =

Mv Pictures

File name: IM j

Save as type: IWDrd Docurnent j

E Save I

Cancel

i

4. Close MS Word.
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5. Notice that the contents of the user’'s home folder and the My
Documents folder, on the Desktop, are identical.

= hill.gillespie on "Serverl ' students' 2005 - | Ellﬂ

J File Edit ‘Wwiew Favorites Tools  Help |
J s Back ~ = - | ‘Qsearch [YFolders ¢ AHistory >
J Address |2 bl gillespie on 'Server 1istudents\2003 (H:) j @En

=)

My Pickures ABCLZ3

|2 objectis) |19.IZI kE (5 Local inkranet o

_loix

J File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help |
J 4= Eack ~ = - | ‘Qhsearch LY Folders ¢ #History
J.ﬁ.c_ldress @My Docurments j 'f'?G':'

=) o

My Pickures ABC123

|2 object(s) |19.IZI KB {52 Local inkranet o

6. Open another program to see if saved files are directed to the
user’s home folder.

7. Log off.
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Discussion
Redirecting the My Documents folder can be advantageous because the
folder tends to become large over time.

Even if the user logs on to various computers on the network, his or her
documents are always available.

When roaming user profiles are used, only the network path to the My
Documents folder is part of the roaming profile, not the My Documents folder
itself. Therefore, its contents do not have to be copied back and forth between
the client computer and the server each time the user logs on or off.

Data stored on a shared network server can be backed up as part of routine

system administration. This is safer because it requires no action on the part
of the user.
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